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 PREVIOUS ACT AMENDED ACT 

Maximum number 
of Video Gaming 
Terminals (VGTs)  

All categories of licensed establishments can have up to 
five (5) VGTs.  
 

All previously existing categories of licensed 
establishments can have up to six (6) VGTs. 
Licensed Large Truck Stop Establishments, a new 
category of licensed establishment, can have up to ten 
(10) VGTs. 

Licensed Large 
Truck Stop 
Establishment  

Not authorized.  To qualify as a Licensed Large Truck Stop Establishment, 
in addition to the other requirements for traditional 
Licensed Truck Stop Establishments, an establishment 
must:  
1. Be located within 3 road miles of a freeway 

interchange; and  
2. Sell on average at least 50,000 gallons (instead of 

10,000 gallons) of diesel fuel per month.  

Examination and 
Testing of VGTs  

Illinois Gaming Board (IGB) is authorized to accept test 
results from one or more accredited independent outside 
testing laboratories.  

IGB is required to accept test results from any accredited 
independent outside testing laboratory which is licensed 
in other gaming jurisdictions similar to Illinois.  

Servicing of VGTs IGB Agents are required to be physically present when 
any services are performed on VGTs.    

Licensed Terminal Handlers can perform RAM clears, 
install software upgrades, perform go-lives and 
temporarily move VGTs for repairs without the physical 
presence of an IGB Agent.   

AMENDMENTS TO THE ILLINOIS VIDEO GAMING ACT 
AND OTHER RELEVANT LEGISLATION  
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Authorization of 
Progressive 
Jackpots 

Not authorized.  Allows for “In-Location Bonus Jackpots” of up to $10,000 
from VGTs in a single location. IGB is required to adopt 
emergency rules relating to in-location bonus jackpot 
games within 90 days of the effective date of the 
amendment.  

Maximum Bet   $2 $4 

Maximum Win  $500 $1,199 

Restriction on 
Gaming Malls  

Not included.  IGB Rule 815 addressed this issue.  Codifies the language of IGB Rule 815. Gaming malls are 
prohibited.  

Tax Rate  30% tax on Net Terminal Income.   As of July 1, 2019, the tax rate moves from 30% to 33%. 
 
As of July 1, 2020, the tax rate will move from 33% to 
34%.   
 
This additional tax is deposited in the Capital Project Fund 
and is not considered in calculating the municipality’s 
share.  

State Fair Gaming 
Act Created  

Not applicable.  Illinois State Fair authorized to operate 50 VGTs, and 
DuQuoin State Fair authorized to operate 30 VGTs.  

Open Meetings Act 
Amended  

Not applicable.  Allows IGB to discuss decisions involving personal, 
commercial, financial or other information obtained from 
a privileged or confidential source such as IGB 
applications or administrative procedural documents in a 
closed meeting.  
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Paul T. Jenson is the Partner-in-Charge of 
Taft’s Chicago office and co-chair of Taft’s 
Gaming practice. Chambers USA included Paul 
in its nationwide rankings of “Leaders in their 
Field.” He has extensive experience in 
counseling local, national and international 
casino owners, terminal 
operators, manufacturers, suppliers, lenders 
and institutional investors in all aspects of 
gaming regulatory law, mergers & acquisitions, 
financing transactions and corporate 
governance. Paul has represented some of the 
world’s largest gaming companies, as well as 
numerous domestic and foreign private equity 
funds, hedge funds, sovereign wealth funds, 
governmental entities and other gaming 
investors in many jurisdictions. In addition, 
Paul is widely recognized as one of the leading 
lawyers in Illinois’ video gaming industry and 
other emerging markets. 

Paul T. Jenson 
111 East Wacker 
Suite 2800 
Chicago, IL 60601 
pjenson@taftlaw.com 
(312) 836-4046 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Erin Lynch Cordier is a partner in the firm’s 
business and finance department. She focuses 
her practice in the area of gaming where 
she has experience representing casinos, 
terminal operators, manufacturers, suppliers, 
distributors, and licensed establishments. Erin 
counsels publicly traded and private companies 
regarding mergers and acquisitions, financing 
transactions and corporate governance, as 
well as licensing, compliance, administrative 
proceedings, and other matters before the 
various regulatory bodies. Erin also has 
experience implementing sweepstakes and 
raffles in accordance with state and municipal 
requirements. 
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